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A REFLECTION ON THE YEAR THAT’S PASSED...

What started as a quiet year
gathered momentum towards
July and flew headlong into
December of 2008. Shortly
after the end of the first school
term we received a very helpful sum of R30 000 from the
Provincial Department of
Cultural Affairs and Sport.
With this money we commenced with auditions and

Music Academy Pupils 2008

can social campaigner, was
active in the struggle against
apartheid and was imprisoned
for 22 years along with other
key members of the antiapartheid movement. We
were all truly humbled by not
only Mr Goldberg’s and others’ accounts of their life stories in our beloved land, but
also the feeling that was present in the room that night of
true unity as South Africans
from all sorts of different
backgrounds.

Academy Award winner 2008,
Lucia Schlemmer

When you're a beacon in the
training for the Hout Bay
darkness, your light will shine
Youth Choir.
for a long, long way. When
On May the 16th the Acadyou're the difference that
emy organised An Evening of
makes the difference, your
Sharing Life Stores, with honoured guest speaker Denis
efforts will bring abundant
Goldberg, as part of a global
fruit.
Ralph Marston
initiative called “The International Day of Sharing Life
Stories”. Denis, a South Afri- Mama Nokaya recounts her life story

BEN ZANDER—HOW FASCINATING!
The Academy’s luck decided
to turn over a new leaf in August and it all started when we
took 30 learners and 8 adults
to a presentation and
“Classical Fever” Concert
with the CPO by internationally renowned motivational
speaker and conductor of the
Boston Philharmonic Orchestra , Mr Benjamin Zander.
Ben then presented a private
workshop for our Academy’s

pupils in Hout Bay, free of
charge, where the choir performed for him and he held a
mini master class for two of
our pupils. Ben was so impressed with what we are doing that he has not only promised to facilitate getting the
Academy a Grand Piano, but
has also made a generous
donation of $5000 towards the
Academy’s development!

Ben directs Callum Powys
playing Liszt
In Ben’s now famous
words….
HOW FASCINATING!
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OUR FIRST GRANT
In September, the fourth school term, we
received confirmation of our first major
grant from Provincial Department of
Sports and Cultural Affairs for R100
000! This was our very FIRST big funding EVER! A VERY big thank you must
go out to Lindsey Jeptha for her belief in
what we are doing and her commitment
to ongoing community upliftment across
the Western Cape.
Later that month The Heyes family dedicate the Charlie Heyes memorial fund to
the Academy’s activities, due to commence in 2009.
In October many of our pupils entered
Trinity College exams for the first time

Would you fancy a private soiree by professional musicians in the intimacy of
your own home? Contact us for more details…. 082 331 4062
in Academy history and nearly all received distinctions.
Our final concert of the year hosted
Nicky Schrire and her band as guests,
which was a great inspiration to all of us
and the application forms flooded in
after that! Thank you to Chris Engel and
Bokani Macha for performing with
Nicky for us. Earlier this year Chris took
part in a production we created for the
Cape Town International Jazz Festival,
called “Music Makes Me Happy”.
Thank you to Toto, Vinnie, Caryn and
Reza Khota for joining us on stage!

Sponsored Pupils Amanda Gladile on Drums and Denecia Muller on Cello

Receiving our first Grant,
MEC Dugmore far left

Caryn Eigner and Rheza
Khota, with Chris Engel as
“The Fat Man”

DONATIONS AND SPONSORSHIPS
This year we again received such valued
support in the form of donations and
sponsorships. A very big and grateful
thank you hug must go the following
individuals:
Hannah and Callum Powys for their
donation of our Electric Guitar;
Jill Heyes for the donation of our first
African Drum; Bobby Perel for his sponsorship of the transport for the Youth
Choir; and Spar for their ever willing
attitude to help us with platters here or

cool drinks there. We also set up a rotating feeding scheme for the Choir once a
week and this has been generously supported by St Elmos, Primi Piatti, and
Steers in Hout Bay, all of whom coincidentally are under new management. We say a very very big thank you
to Desiree from St Elmos, Byron from
Primi and Shaun and Lizette from
Steers for the yummy samies, vetkoek,
chicken and chips that we have been
given over these last few months.

Amanda Gladile received sponsorship
for drum kit tuition from Mark Cawood;
Denecia Muller continues to be sponsored by Lois Strachan from Lakeside,
and two new pupils have been sponsored by Hannah Powys from Claremont and the O’Flaherty family in Hout
Bay. Finally, the year ended on a gloriously high note with a very generous
donation from Denis Goldberg of a
brand new saxophone and clarinet for
our new sponsored pupils.

THE HOUT BAY YOUTH CHOIR

The Hout Bay Youth Choir

After auditioning 270 pupils from the
Hout Bay schools, we bravely chose 60
potential choir members. After months
of various expected teething problems,
we are so very proud of the 26 pupils
who now form the Hout Bay Youth
Choir, for their continued commitment
and their willingness to grow alongside
one another.

This group of special individuals have
started to create a very interesting family—a multicultural and multiracial
family that successfully closes the socioeconomic divide so prevalent in Hout
Bay. As more and more individuals approach us to join, we are anticipating
great things for this delightful group.
(Please zoom in to see individuals!)
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THE HOUT BAY JAZZ BAND
Our fledgling Jazz combo has selected
promising young brass players from the
Hangberg Marching Band and included
a rhythm section made up of music pupils from across the valley. We are very
grateful to Bruce Muirhead for starting
this group off earlier this year and we
look forward to our first performances.

Members of the Hout Bay Jazz Band
The Jonny Cooper Big-Band has pledged to
hold an annual fundraising concert for us
starting in 2009…
you will DEFINITELY want to
attend that one!

In the pipeline for us is shadowing in
and mentoring from some of Cape
Town’s best Jazz Big bands, exposure
none of these players have had before.

WHATS IN STORE FOR 2009…?
Well, we haven’t anywhere to house
Ben Zander’s grand piano as yet! So,
2009 will be a year dedicated to fundraising for the Hout Bay Performance
Arts Centre we aim to create.
One thing that this community certainly
needs is a centralised space which will
bring Arts and Culture to the community on a regular and celebrated basis.
We visualise creating this environmentally conscious and sustainable space
which will be the home to various Performance Arts in Hout Bay, teaching
and practice rooms, a recording studio,
a local radio station, a fully equipped
performance theatre and stage, office
space, band rehearsal rooms which will
double as conference rooms, a cafeteria,
a crèche facility, and so on.
We appeal to you all, especially the
residents of this beautiful place we call
Hout Bay, please support this process in
anyway that you can—support doesn’t

only come in monetary from. Be part of
this creation, because ultimately it
serves you and your family and most
importantly the youth, your children
and the coming generations. The knockdown effect that this Academy and its
goals will have on our community is far
greater than is visible now: job opportunities alone are well worth the effort and
hard work. It opens the way for blossoming creative talents and a space
where the community can gather together as whole and stop this very silly
culture of a lack of racial and social
integration. Not to mention the choices,
options and possibilities that it will create for our youngsters.
New activities include: Marimba band,
steel drums, djembe groups and a hand
bell choir.
Look our for the following community
and fundraising events lined up for
2009...

We are also confident that this move
will shine the spotlight on these talented
young musicians and offer them a future
with their skills and dedication. As Benjamin Zander so often points out, “You
could light a whole village up with these
shining eyes!”

OUR WONDERFUL TEACHERS

Anthea Haupt—voice
Caty Wanliss—piano and recorder
Dave Duthoit—rock and jazz guitar
Gerhard Maree—classical guitar
Mia Martens—saxophone and clarinet
Stephanie Marais—cello
Stephen Richardson—drum kit
January: Weekly Singing evenings for
adults begins (finally!)
February: Sunset Picnic
March: Pupil workshop; Beginners
Concert
April: Jonny Cooper BigBand; Pupil
workshop
May: Community Workshop (Reading
music)
June: Multi media Concert
July: Art exhibition and music; Variety
Concert
August: Pupil Workshop
September: 3 Choirs Festival
October: Talent Show
November: Community Workshop;
Pupil Workshop
December: End of Year Pupil’s Celebration; Community Xmas Concert

APPEALS
To continue our growth and sustainability we are always in need of financial
support, and we appeal to your generosity in this case. However, besides this
we are also in search of musical instruments and materials… Can you help?
We need...
10 djembe drums; 4 violins and cases;
25 music stands; a cello and case; African instruments; a bass guitar; a tenor

saxophone; 2 trumpets; tuition fees for
our groups and ensembles averaging at
R14 000 / year; a comprehensive PA
system; a photocopier; a fax / printer.

Our Soiree for the Spinney retirement
village in Hout Bay

Harmonious existence instilled a unitary vision of the nation in me and I discovered
how diverse we were and that we were all good for something. I learned and never
forgot that the entire country was in fact the sum total of each of us.
Gabriel Garcia Marquez
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WITH LOVING THANKS TO...
To all who have generously donated
their time, resources, support and funds
to our Academy this year, without you
we would not have an Academy - this I
am sure of: The Academy Teachers;
The Academy Pupils; The Parents;
Denis Goldberg; Benjamin Zander; Jill
Hayes; Richard and Julia Clarke; Dr
Jon Gardner; Lindsey Jeptha; The Provincial Department of Cultural Affairs
and Sport; Josie Borain; Nozipho Dube;

Mr Jean Julius; Mumsy Cheyeza
Mongwe; Dot Canham; Craig and Lois
Strachan; Bon Gertz; Tom Toomey and
“Music for Africa”; Jenny Seager; Susan
Kievits; Charmaigne Bell; John Henry
and his staff; Megan Williamson; Don
Lilford and the Sentinel News; Simone
at the Chronicle; Nigel Vermaas; Chapman’s Peak Liquor Store; Office National Hout Bay; Superspar Hout Bay;
Woolworths Hout Bay; Steers Hout
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Bay; Primi Piatti Hout Bay; St Elmos
Hout Bay; Barksole Hout Bay; Hout
Bay High School; Ambleside School;
Sentinel Primary School; Oranjekloof
Primary; James House; Kronendal Primary School; Winston Williams; Gaby
McKellar; Eric Besier; Jonny Cooper;
Joseph Williams aka “Wise”; Julie
Sanders; Maroula Lambis; Mark Cawood; Paul Sedres; Stefan Greyling; Jen
Preen; Diane Gascoigne; Stephen Duffett; Dizu Plaatjies.

LAST WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR
Since our inception in 2007, I have written many project descriptions and proposals, always with “The Need” starting
off the document… However, it is only
now, having had a good deal of time
involved with the underprivileged youth
in our community, that I can truly speak
from the heart regarding the challenges
and reality that face these youth.
The statistics are important, yes, because they represent the many individuals our Academy has not yet been able
to touch, due to lack of resources and
funds. But what the stats cannot describe is the incredible lack of hope these
underprivileged youth feel, every day of
their lives. It is all too tempting to fall
back on a sub-culture of drugs and violence at worst and teen pregnancy or
crime at best—falling into the same trap
and cycle that their parents have en-

dured for all of their lives, perpetuating
poverty, apathy and lack of self-love and
self-esteem.
There are so many bright minds, shining
eyes and fun spirits I have encountered
here, it is a sin to let these slip through
the cracks.
This year we have come to realise that
so much can be done with a little energy
and commitment, with the heart in the
right place and with the right focus in
mind: money is not the be all and end
all, despite how it might feel sometimes.
We have proved now that the money
will come, but first the right attitude
must prevail. We believe in the possibility that lies in every thing and every one.
It is this possibility that we have chosen
to align with and it is the people of Hout

Open yourself to your fellow humans. Allow yourself to experience what you
feel toward them, and to hear what they feel. Your interactions with them
form the basis of your growth. When you fear what you will find in yourself,
or what you will find in others, if you allow yourself to hear what others
have to say, you turn your back on the opportunities to find the power of your
heart, the power of compassion. It is not until you have the courage to engage
in human relationships that you grow. Gary Zukav

jurgen@jurgen-photo.com

The Hout Bay Youth Choir celebrates
with Ben Zander
Bay that we have dedicated ourselves to.
We believe that the drudgery and melancholy experienced by so many as
“Life” can be injected with the joy of
music as we celebrate our community’s
talents, dignity, and connectedness.
We wish you all a peaceful and loving
holiday season and are looking eagerly
forward towards 2009.
Dwyn Griesel
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